
HILLAM PARISH COUNCIL NEWS: 15/6/2020 

Hopefully most of us will have stayed well during the past few months, however we will all know people who 

have had or died from Covid-19 which is a sad fact of this year.  Hillam has provided us with many with rural 

walks and places to exercise.  People seem to have been respectful and helpful towards each other. 

During this time the Post Office and Store and Bert’s Barrow have worked and adapted their businesses to the 

benefit of the community.  This has provided an essential and safe local service for so many.  In addition 

Sherburn Rubber, Priory Roses, The Cross Keys, Hillam Feeds and the Pottery café have all tried to stay open 

for business in adapted ways and served the community well.  It is much appreciated. 

There was a volunteer group set up at the start of the lockdown for Monk Fryston and Hillam residents – that 

has been called upon and is still operating as people may still have to self-isolate with track and trace and we 

may yet have another wave of the virus.  If you are in that situation and need medicines or food getting then 

call Julie Sadler on 01977 685795 and she will direct you to a helper.  Some notices are in the Notice Board in 

Hillam with more contact details. 

The Ring Tree looked fabulous when all the ribbons were on it; it felt good to be able to offer a public tribute 

to those people who were working at that initial lock down time.  We were probably all grateful that the bins 

continued to be emptied, (including the dog poo bins which would have been horrible), that the post and 

shopping was still delivered and white vans left items at our door. 

The Parish Council had a virtual meeting in June, if anyone wants to join these meetings in future contact 

Juvina on 01757 229885 and she will provide the log on details. 

Of course, all village concerns are of interest but those more apparent are: 

The Ring Tree, which as the foliage has come through spring and with the prevailing winds has leaned badly.  

Efforts have been made to secure the tree and now professional help will be bought into try to straighten the 

tree.  This may take place gradually. 

Speeding through the village, following results from the 95Alive data check recently requested the average 

speed through the village was found to be 26mph and 85 percent of the traffic was travelling less than 32mph.  

Due to these results the issue will not be addressed by enforcement or engineering, however the Road Safety 

Partnership Group determined the location would be suitable for Community Speed Watch (launched by North 

Yorkshire Police, this allows communities to monitor speed themselves, and report this information back to 

the police).  This can be entirely community-led and does not necessarily need to involved the Parish Council. 

Incidents have happened with cyclists having things thrown at them and inconsiderate drivers on Tom lane 

and Stocking Lane.  We suggest all incidents are reported to the police as they occur on 101.  Don’t hold back 

– the only way action is taken is by an accumulation of reports and information from residents.  Take car 

registration numbers and any details of the perpetrators. 

Council matters such as planning are still working but at a slower pace.  As was said before the bins have been 

emptied which is essential. 

Usually in the Spring we have a Village Clean Up.  This normally involves sweeping around The Square, spraying 

the weeds, polishing the brass plaques etc.  Because we couldn’t organise a collective effort these jobs haven’t 

happened as yet.  If you are at a loose end and can do a job it would be great help for everyone to keep the 

village looking its best. 


